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Foreword 
Macmillan is in a unique position to act as an influencer and an 
agent of change within primary care, through our Macmillan GP 
community. This community of over 150 GPs was founded in 
the early 1990s, and has since grown and adapted to become 
the highly influential community it is today. It has always been 
a key conduit through which we can promote cancer service 
solutions and initiatives and ensure widespread understanding, 
commitment and adoption of these amongst primary care 
clinicians. As well as interest in survivorship and end of life care, 
we’re seeing Macmillan GPs take a leadership role in early 
diagnosis, acting as peer champions for Macmillan initiatives as 
well as wider national and local priorities. 

Macmillan also engages with GPs through a variety of other 
media, acting as a credible voice and trusted source of 
information, education and support for GPs across the UK. For 
example, in 2013 a Macmillan microsite on doctors.net.uk  
attracted over 4200 unique users, and the new one-day GP 
Update educational course had over 1000 delegates. Our 
range of BMJ online learning modules have been completed 
over 47,000 times over the past few years.

The fascinating results from this survey show the key role that 
Macmillan GPs play in our collective efforts to diagnose cancer 
earlier.

Rosie Loftus and Jane Maher,  
Joint Chief Medical Officer,  
Macmillan Cancer Support



2013 early diagnosis activity survey
In early 2014 we asked all Macmillan GPs in England to 
complete a short online questionnaire about their work in 
early cancer diagnosis in 2013. This is self-reported data, with 
a completion rate of 86%. Questions were asked about how 
Macmillan GPs engage with practices in their area about early 
diagnosis and other priority areas, and what the outcomes of 
those interactions were.

What is a Macmillan GP?
•  A peer influencer 
•   A jobbing GP who gives half a day or a day a week of 

their time to Macmillan
•  Someone with a varied remit across the cancer pathway
•  A flexible role which could include a position on a CCG 

Board, responsibility for service improvement, and 
engagement with local GP practices

•  Funded by Macmillan, often with a commitment from the 
local health economy to take on this funding once the 
role is established

How many Macmillan GPs are there?
•  Over 120 in England, and several in Scotland, Wales and 

Northern Ireland
•  Spread across the country, with at least one Macmillan GP 

in around 48% of CCGs 



Ways that Macmillan  
GPs work
The Macmillan GP role is flexible, with scope to respond to 
local ways of working and needs. This local flexibility and 
understanding of local conditions is one of the reasons why 
the role is successful. Macmillan GPs engage with GPs in their 
locality in many different ways, three of the most common are:
1.  Practice visits 

Our survey shows that Macmillan GPs visited 518 practices 
in England in 2013. That’s an average of 6.9 visits for an 
established Macmillan GP who has been in post for over  
a year.

2.  Education events 
80% of our Macmillan GPs have secured slots at local GP 
education events, and used these to talk about cancer.

3.  CCG engagement 
85% of Macmillan GPs use their influence to promote 
initiatives around cancer at CCG-level.

Macmillan GPs and the early diagnosis agenda
Promoting the importance of early cancer diagnosis is a key part 
of the Macmillan GP role. Most Macmillan GPs in England will 
split their time between a focus on early diagnosis, survivorship, 
end of life care, and the commissioning agenda.

Macmillan’s reach on early diagnosis priorities is significant, and 
goes beyond Macmillan projects and initiatives alone. For the 
most high-profile topics we have been able to directly engage 
with over 850 GP practices. 
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In general, what proportion of your time as a Macmillan GP 
would you say you spend on:
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In 2013, how many practices do you estimate you’ve engaged 
with in total on the following early diagnosis priorities
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Here are some examples of how Macmillan GPs have 
engaged on early diagnosis. This style of peer-to-peer 
influencing leads to credible, dynamic engagement and 
results in concrete outcomes.

Audit: ‘I put this into last year’s QIPP 
thus all the CCG’s GPs did this.’

Audit: ‘14 practices have agreed 
to do this. We are trying to collate 
audits for the city to produce a 
city-wide picture.’

Practice profiles: ‘I discussed 
with one practice that their 
cancer diagnoses appeared 
to come from two week wait 
in only 6% of cases, and 
advised on how to audit this.’

Be Clear on Cancer: ‘I leave a 
digital folder on their computer 
with variety of resources.’



We recognise what a powerful force Macmillan GPs are 
for influencing, and our strategy is to increase the numbers 
of Macmillan GPs wherever possible. Numbers have 
continued to increase over the last three years, strengthening 
Macmillan’s reach and position as the credible voice for 
cancer care in primary care.

If you’re interested in becoming a Macmillan GP  
and would like some more information please email  
macmillan_primary_care@macmillan.org.uk

Practice profiles: ‘Sharing 
practice profiles with all GP 
practices in the CCG – we 
discussed with one rep from 
each practice at locality 
meetings. I have gone through 
profiles of each practice.’

Be Clear On Cancer: ‘At 
a clinical leads meeting 
we discussed Be Clear on 
Cancer for lung, which 
led to the redesign of the 
local two week wait form, 
and a protocol for chest 
x-ray result interpretation.’



As a GP, you know cancer doesn’t just affect your 
patients physically. It can affect everything – their 
relationships, finances, work. And maybe you feel 
that there aren’t enough hours in the day to spend 
as long as you’d like with people, or to answer all 
their questions.

That’s where we come in. We’re here to provide 
extra support to your patients with cancer, and their 
loved ones. Whether it’s offering benefits advice, 
help returning to work, or support with getting 
active again – we’re here to help you give them the 
support they need to feel more in control of their 
lives. Right from the moment they’re diagnosed, 
through treatment and beyond.

Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity in England and Wales (261017), 
Scotland (SCO39907) and the Isle of Man (604). MAC14941


