Your guide to campaigning locally
and helping Macmillan make
cancer care an election priority

Cancer: Time to Choose

There are currently 2.5 million people living with cancer,
and while every one of them deserves the best possible care
and support, sadly not all of them get it right now. With the
number of people living with cancer set to rise, this is only
going to get worse.
With the UK General Election taking place on 7 May 2015, we’re
urgently calling on all political parties to help make cancer care a
priority. After all, the outcome of this election will decide which party
or parties will form the next Government – and this Government will
shape health policy for the next five years.
This guide is designed to show how you can help. It will explain
what we’re calling on the next Government to do as part of our
Cancer: Time to Choose campaign and highlights why it’s so
important to make sure your parliamentary candidates take your
views into account. It will also steer you through some of the most
effective ways that you can campaign during an election.
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Why should I campaign during the
General Election?
In May, the UK will go to the polls to elect the next Government.
A Government is usually formed by the party with the most
elected Members of Parliament (MPs) and, as a voter, you play
a vital role in this.
For the last five years, your constituency has been represented
by a particular MP in the House of Commons. But six weeks before
a General Election, Parliament dissolves, leaving all seats vacant
and giving you the chance to vote for who you want to represent
you for the following five years. During this time a number of
Prospective Parliamentary Candidates (PPCs) stand for election in your
constituency – your previous MP may be among them. The candidate
who receives the most votes then becomes your new MP.
It’s important that you make sure that candidates take your views
seriously because whoever is elected to be your new MP will help to
set legislation and make decisions on your behalf. By getting involved
and promoting issues that are important to you it is your chance to
shape the political agenda for the next Parliament.
At the last General Election in 2010, Macmillan campaigners helped
to make sure cancer was an important election issue. As a result,
912 PPCs agreed to champion cancer if elected. Of these,
over 25% were elected to become new
MPs and five became Cabinet ministers.
This support was critical to the success of
our campaigns after the election.

912 PPCs agreed to
champion cancer
228 were elected
5 became Cabinet ministers

Having a significant number of supportive MPs in Parliament meant
we were able to make important changes to the Care Act for the
benefit of people who look after someone with cancer. As a result,
these carers will now get the information and support they deserve.
We also protected cancer patients from losing vital benefits when
the Welfare Reform Bill was introduced.
And that’s why it’s so important that you get involved in our
General Election campaign. You are the key to making sure
your candidates recognise that cancer care must be a priority
for the next Government. What’s more, by doing so, you’ll secure
the commitment of our future MPs to act on improving the lives
of people affected by cancer.

What is Macmillan campaigning for at this
General Election?
Our Cancer: Time to Choose campaign is asking all political
parties to make cancer care a priority. We want them to commit
to take action on our three General Election calls:

Choose
living well

Choose
dignity

Choose a
good death

Demand earlier
diagnosis and
better support after
treatment so cancer
survival matches
the best in Europe.

Demand health
services that
protect the dignity
of patients, while
giving staff the
support they need
to do this.

Demand the free
social care people
at the end of their
lives need to fulfil
their wish to die
at home if they
choose.

We’ve detailed what each call entails overleaf. You can use
this information to question your candidates about their
parties’ policies.
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Choose living well

Choose a good death

The chance of surviving cancer in the UK is far lower than in many
parts of Europe. Also, too many people don’t get the help they need
to live well once treatment has ended.

A lack of support outside of hospital denies many people the chance
to die in the place they want to.

That’s why we are calling on the next Government to commit to
delivering cancer outcomes that match the best in Europe by the
end of the next Parliament. This will make sure that more of us are
surviving cancer and are able to live well after treatment. In order to
improve our cancer outcomes, we need to dramatically decrease the
number of people diagnosed with cancer via an emergency route.
We must reduce variation and inequalities in access to treatment,
particularly for older people. We also need to make sure all people
with cancer are better supported after treatment has ended.
This includes making sure that everyone diagnosed with cancer
receives a Recovery Package outlining the support they will need
once their treatment is finished.

Choose dignity
Right now one in five people with cancer don’t feel treated as an
individual and too many NHS staff don’t feel valued.
The health system as a whole fails to recognise that compassionate
care is just as important for patients as clinical effectiveness and
patient safety, or that dignity and privacy are basic human rights.
We want to change this, by calling on the next Government to end
poor care in hospitals and demand action to make it better.
Staff need support to provide the best possible care. In hospitals
where staff suffer high levels of discrimination, people with cancer
are up to 18 times more likely to receive poor care. However, in
the past year, less than half of NHS staff have had any training on
how to provide a good experience of care. Let’s make sure the new
Government commits to giving frontline staff the training and support
they need to deliver care with dignity and respect.

Three out of four people with cancer would prefer to die at home,
but less than a third are able to do so. We can change this by calling
on the next Government to provide free social care at the end of life.
This will enable many more people to be able to spend their precious
final days in a familiar place of their choosing. End of life should not
mean end of choice.
Want to find out more about our General Election calls?
Head to macmillan.org.uk/GE2015

How can I play a part in Macmillan’s
General Election campaign?
It’s thanks to the support of our campaigners so far that all the
main political parties have improving cancer care on their agenda.
Now we need to make sure that everyone standing as a candidate
will champion cancer care if elected. And that’s where you come in.
The UK is currently divided into 650
parliamentary constituencies. In the run up
to an election the PPCs will be focused on
trying to win the seat – and your vote.
Candidates want to show they are the
best person for the job and will take action
on your behalf. So this is the time to make
sure they are committed to taking action on
matters that are important to you.
One way to make politicians know what you
want is to question them at a hustings event.

Cancer: Time to Choose

What is a hustings event and why should I go?
A hustings is a public meeting where candidates standing to become
an MP answer questions from the audience. It’s an opportunity for
you to raise your concerns on cancer care, hear the responses of
candidates from different political parties and find out what they
would do if elected. Asking these questions helps to keep cancer high
on the political agenda. It provides candidates with the chance to
outline their manifesto commitments, which set out their party’s
plans if they’re elected to form the next Government.
During the six-week period running up to the election, candidates
all over the country will be attending hustings. They are usually held
by organisations such as community groups and most are open for
anyone to attend. You can find out where your nearest hustings is
by looking in the local press or searching online – a good place to
look is meetyournextmp.com
If you’re struggling to find out where your local hustings is,
just call us on 020 7840 7840 or drop us an email at
campaigns@macmillan.org.uk and we will search for you.

What should I ask at a hustings?
You’re unlikely to get the chance to ask more than one question at a
hustings, so we suggest you ask about the issue that means the most
to you. Alternatively, you could take along a few friends and each ask
a question. Do prepare a brief background explaining why the issue
needs to be urgently addressed – but remember that you won’t have
long to ask your question.
Here are just a few suggestions on the questions you could ask about
Macmillan’s General Election calls, but remember that you can tailor
them to your experience if you’d like to:

•	What are you and your party doing to support people
affected by cancer?

•	How will you and your party improve the UK’s cancer
survival rates?

•	What will you and your party do to make sure that every
cancer patient is treated with compassion?

•	Will you and your party commit to free social care for people at
the end of their lives, so they can die at home if they choose?
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Where can I go for more information?
We hope this guide has given you the inspiration and the
know-how you need to get involved in campaigning locally
in the run up to the election.
If you’d like to find out more about promoting Macmillan’s
campaigns locally, we’ve got some great free resources you can
use. Visit be.macmillan.org.uk/campaigns to download our
Campaigns guide book – it’s a really useful tool that’s guaranteed
to help you campaign successfully.

Are there other ways for me to get involved?
If you can’t attend your local hustings, take a look at these
alternative ways to get involved in our General Election campaign,
Cancer: Time to Choose.

And if you have any questions or
need some advice, please don’t
hesitate to contact our Campaigns
team. Just drop us an email at
campaigns@macmillan.org.uk or
give us a call on 020 7840 7840.
We’ll be happy to help.

•	Question your local candidates if they knock on your door to

canvass for your vote. Find out what actions they and their party
are going to take to improve cancer care. We have produced a
door hanger card to help you do just that, containing key questions
to ask. Keep it by your front door and hand them out to friends to
make sure you’re never lost for words. Order or download yours
free by heading to be.macmillan.org.uk/electiondoorhanger

•	Instead of attending a hustings, why not contact your PPCs and

organise to meet each one separately to talk about cancer care in
your area? A private meeting is a good way to build a relationship
with the successful candidate prior to their election and you may be
able to explore issues in more depth

•	Take action on our General Election website, timetochoose.org.uk,
by signing our pledge or emailing your PPC. And, if you’d like to
join us you can sign up as one of our thousands of e-campaigners,
just head to macmillan.org.uk/campaigns

Thanks for choosing to campaign with Macmillan. Cancer is
the toughest fight most of us will ever face. And, despite the
fact that it will affect nearly all of us in one way or another,
it can still feel like the loneliest place. But together we can
choose a future where no one has to face cancer alone.

A cancer diagnosis can affect everything. But if you’re
living with cancer – or you love someone who is –
we’re here to help you through. From information
on treatment and its effects, to advice on work and
benefits to emotional support, we’ll help you feel more
in control of your life.
For answers, help or just a chat call the
Macmillan Support Line free on 0808 808 00 00
(Monday to Friday, 9am–8pm).
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