
  

Macmillan’s key manifesto call 

Wales needs a national cancer strategy that gets to grips with the changing nature of cancer 
and puts people at its heart. 

More than 100,000 people are living with cancer in Wales today. By 2030 that number will 
have doubled. Cancer remains the second biggest killer in Wales but thanks to earlier 
diagnosis and improved treatment more and more people are surviving and living longer. 

Everybody affected by cancer needs support to cope with the devastating impact it has on 
the whole of their lives but at the moment this support is patchy and inconsistent.  

Wales needs a national cancer strategy which addresses these challenges and ensures that 
every patient gets the support that they need. 

 

Why Wales needs a national cancer strategy 

Macmillan wants to see a strategy which not only provides everybody in Wales with first 

class clinical treatment but also, ongoing support and high quality care that is tailored to their 

needs.  

People need information and support to cope with the financial, emotional and practical 

impact of cancer and they need to be able to access help at the time of diagnosis, during 

and beyond treatment, as well as at the end of life. 

People affected by cancer tell us that the quality and availability of cancer services across 

Wales is patchy and inconsistent. This view is supported by the government’s own review of 

LHB compliance with the National Cancer Standards. 

As a small country Wales is in a unique position to pioneer world-class cancer services that 

support people to live with cancer. With bold leadership, an overarching cancer strategy will 

demand that the NHS, social services and voluntary organisations work better to provide 

people with the support they want and need, when and where they need it.  

 

Caring for people not patients 

Medical advances mean that we are increasingly able to treat cancer, but these advances 
are not being matched by the services needed to deal with its wider and longer term 
implications.  



Research suggests that putting the right support in place and improving co-ordination and 

communication across agencies will not only lead to better person-focused services, but 

deliver more cost-effective care in the long-term. 

 

Our manifesto calls 

Macmillan is calling for a national cancer strategy that gets to grips with the changing 
nature of cancer and puts people at its heart. 

Key elements of a national cancer strategy that puts people first:   

 

 Every person diagnosed with cancer should have their own care plan and 
regular assessments of what they need throughout and beyond their treatment.  

Continuity of care and support is crucial to the well-being of people affected by 
cancer. In addition to discussions about their clinical care, an assessment needs to 
consider other support services a person and their family may need at various 
stages, during and after initial treatment.  

Following an assessment, a care plan should be developed that is tailored to meet 
the person’s needs. This will allow professionals to target support at those who need 
more help and are at a higher risk of reoccurrence or developing other complications. 
This approach will not only improve patient care but could also be a more effective 
use of resources. 

 

 Every person diagnosed with cancer should be offered personalised 
information and support to help them make the right decisions. This should 
include information about the support available to help with the financial, 
emotional and practical impact of cancer. 

91% of households with people affected by cancer experience loss of income as well 
as increased costs as a result of their treatment. Many people struggle with their bills 
and worry about returning to work or losing their homes. Many need help to deal with 
the emotional impact cancer has on their lives and their relationships whilst others 
need support to carry out practical day to day activities. Clear signposting to the right 
people at the right time is vital. 

 

 Every person diagnosed with cancer should have access to an identified key 
worker to support them throughout their cancer journey. 

The cancer journey can be a long and arduous one and it can be difficult for people 
to navigate their way through the system. People should have access to an identified 
key worker who is responsible for helping them and their families find their way.  

During treatment, a Clinical Nurse Specialist is the person most likely to carry out the 
role of key worker. Beyond treatment it is recognised that the role may need to be 
carried out by a different professional working in community or primary care.  

With the right support and information many people will no longer need the support of 
a key worker as they will be equipped to manage their own care. For people with 
more complex ongoing needs, support from a key worker will continue to be vital.  

 


