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Macmillan at Work provides information, training and resources for employers to help them support staff affected by cancer.
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												Supporting your staff

																							
													







    
                            Work is important for many people with cancer or caring for someone with cancer, for lots of reasons. Going to work can give a sense of normality to their life. It can also help with recovery.

Managers and employers play an important role in supporting people with cancer and their carers. 

If a person has or has had cancer, they are protected by law from unfair treatment at work for the rest of their life. Under equality laws, managers and employers should try to support employees. This includes making reasonable adjustments to help them stay in or return to work when they are ready and able.

When exploring making reasonable adjustments to the workplace or working pattern, your employee should be fully consulted and involved in the process. 

Some simple first steps to support your employee could be to:

	talk to your employee to understand their needs
	provide training for managers
	check your policies are up to date
	educate employees
	raise awareness of cancer.





        
        


        

    


												

										

									

								

							

						

						
							

							
								
									
										
												Macmillan at Work

																							
													







    
                            Macmillan at Work offers workplace training, guidance and resources to help managers and HR professionals feel confident and equipped to support employees affected by cancer.

It’s free to sign up and enables you to receive a free Essential Work and Cancer Toolkit for your organisation and access our expert training.

	Find out more and sign up to Macmillan at Work 



        
        


        

    


												

										

									

								

							

						

						
							

							
								
									
										
												Information for your employees

																							
													







    
                            We have a range of content available for your employees that you can show them too:

	Our Work and cancer pages give comprehensive guidance on issues relating to the implications of having cancer while you work
	We also have information for emplyees about preparing for cancer and coping with cancer treatment while working
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                                                Work and cancer
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            This booklet is about work and cancer. It explains how cancer and its treatments can affect your work life. It...
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                                            01 Aug 2023
                                        

                                        
                                            
                                                Work and cancer
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            This audiobook looks at how cancer and its treatments can affect your ability to work. It covers employment...
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                            Work and cancer top tips for line managers

Download these tips for line managers designed to guide you and support your employee through the cancer journey, from diagnosis through treatment and living with cancer. 

Buddying guidelines

Guidelines developed with employers and people affected by cancer to help organisations implement a buddying system in the workplace.

Cancer policy template

A template to help HR teams develop a company policy for handling cancer in the workplace. 

Carers’ policy template

A template for HR teams to develop a company policy for supporting staff who are caring for someone with a long-term condition. Download the carers' policy template.


        
        


        

    


												

										

									

								

							

						

						
							

							
								
									
										
												If you run a small business

																							
													







    
                            Supporting an employee affected by cancer can be tough, especially when you run a small business. You may be worried about how it will impact your team and the day-to-day running of the business. Find out about your legal responsibilities as well as ways of supporting your employees through cancer or a bereavement.


How can I talk about cancer with employees?




Hear advice from HR professionals on how to talk to people with cancer. Also hear how people told colleagues about their diagnosis.


How can I find out more information about cancer?




A cancer doctor explains how cancer develops, how it can be treated and what might happen.


What impact will cancer have on my business?




Find out how a small company should deal with the financial implications of an employee with a cancer diagnosis.


What are my legal responsibilities?




Find out how two employers made temporary changes to their employees' work duties to help them remain in work during treatment for cancer.


How can I help with bereavement?




Hear how two managers handled the death of their colleagues, the impact it had on their teams, and advice from a bereavement counsellor.


What support can I give to carers?




Watch real examples of how people were supported by their employers when they were looking after someone with cancer.
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Our cancer information meets the  PIF TICK quality mark.

This means it is easy to use, up-to-date and based on the latest evidence. Learn more about  how we produce our information.
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Financial and work	We have information and an advice service for anyone who has to cope with cancer while they are working or running a business



      

  






           

  
    	




  


Call us on 0808 808 00 008am to 8pm. It's free to call from landlines and mobiles within the UK.



	
  


  
    	




  


Email us Get in touch via this form



	
  


  
    	




  


Chat onlineEvery day 8am - 8pm.



	
  






           

  
    	




  


Online CommunityChat online anonymously to others who understand what you are going through. Our community is available 24/7 and has dedicated forums where you can get advice and ask our experts.




	
  


  
    	




  


Help in your areaWhat's going on near you? Find out about support groups, where to get information and how to get involved with Macmillan where you live.
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We help people get through cancer. Your donations make it happen.        
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Macmillan Support Line.



The Macmillan Support Line offers confidential support to people living with cancer and their loved ones. If you need to talk, we'll listen.



0808 808 00 00
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We make every effort to ensure that the information we provide is accurate and up-to-date but it should not be relied upon as a substitute for specialist professional advice tailored to your situation. So far as is permitted by law, Macmillan does not accept liability in relation to the use of any information contained in this publication or third party information or websites included or referred to in it.        

    


                

            

        

    



 
        

    
    




    


    
