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Marie Curie Cancer Care

• Leaders in end of life 
care

• Marie Curie Nurses

• All diagnoses



Preference over place of death

• 64% home
• 21% hospice

• 4% hospital



The real picture

• 57% of deaths are in hospital
• Just 19.5% at home

– 35% in an East Anglian PCT*
– 12.6 in a London PCT*

*England figures



The ‘sick man’ of Europe



Quality of end of life experience

• 54% of hospital complaints relate to care 
surrounding a death



How Marie Curie is responding
• Planned Service – day, twilight and night 

times

• Additional services
• More experienced, high quality RNs & SHCAs

• Looking to form strategic partnerships



Better Together
• Care for chronic 

heart failure patients 
at home by BHF and 
Marie Curie Nurses

• Yorkshire
• Dorset



Delivering Choice Programme

‘Together, we will develop 
and help provide the best 

possible services for 
palliative care patients, 

allowing them to be cared 
for in the place of their 

choice.’



Informed choices

• What is choice?
• Does it exist?

• Do patients want it?
• Does the system support it?

• Realistic expectations?



• So do patients in Lincolnshire 
now have more choice?

– Over to Bob Neilans: 
Chair, Mid Trent Cancer Network 
Palliative Care Group and Chair, St 
Barnabas Hospice, Lincoln



What next?
• Cancer Reform Strategy

• End of Life Care Strategy
• NHS Next Stage Review
• NHS Operating Framework

• Roll out of DCP or elements of DCP02
• Talk to us 

• Learn from our experience 


