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Dear Supporter 

In this edition of Macmillan’s work and cancer 
enewsletter, we start with advice to help you handle 
the challenges of a colleague’s death. 

We also have details about how you can support 
people affected by cancer by signing up to the World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Handling the death of a colleague 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Although more people are surviving cancer than ever before,  
there are still more than 35,000 people of working age who die 
from cancer every year. 

The death of a colleague can of course be very difficult. You may 
want to have a few copies of Macmillan’s free resource for carers and 
families on hand for colleagues dealing with grief.  

If anyone at work needs to talk, they can call the Macmillan Support 
Line on 0808 808 00 00 or contact Cruse Bereavement Care.  

Managers will also find important practical advice on the work and cancer section of our site. And 
if there are questions about pensions or insurance policies following an employee’s death, family 
members of the employee can call our financial guidance service on 0808 808 32 22.  
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Sign up to the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning  
 
Holding an event for the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning is a fun 
and easy way of bringing staff together to support Macmillan.  

It’s also a great opportunity to tell them about the work and cancer 
support and helpful resources your organisation can offer.  

Brooke, a trainee solicitor who held a coffee morning in her office last 
year, says: ‘Lots of colleagues had been affected by cancer and were 
keen to support Macmillan. It was great for morale – everyone joined in 
and had a good chat.’  

If you’d like to host an event for the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning on Friday 28 September, 
order our free pack by visiting macmillan.org.uk/coffeebreak or calling  
0844 375 1460.  

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

Spread the word to your team 
 
If you work in HR, why not show this 5 minute video at your next 
team meeting?  

It highlights the importance of supporting people affected by cancer 
and what HR teams can do to help. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your feedback on our toolkit 
 

Thanks to everyone who took part in our survey about the 
Essential work and cancer toolkit. It’s been a huge help and 
we’re using your feedback to make the toolkit even more 
useful for employers.  

From the survey, we found out that: 

• 79% of you now feel better prepared to speak with 
employees living with cancer about returning to work.  

• 61% have a better understanding of disability rights.  
• 91% would refer a colleague affected by cancer to Macmillan. 

Do you know someone who might benefit from the toolkit? Hard copies and digital copies of all its 
resources are available at macmillan.org.uk/work 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government help for employees with cancer 
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If a colleague has a disability or long-term health condition like 
cancer, help is available from the government-funded Access to 
Work (AtW) programme.  

‘Cancer is classed as a disability under the Equality Act, so a person with 
cancer could be eligible for workplace support,’ explains Steven Yensen 
from AtW.  

As well as practical support, AtW can give grants to help with work-related 
obstacles, regardless of the person’s length of employment, or whether or 
not they’re self-employed.  

You’ll find more information on their website where you can also get the 
number for your local AtW office. However, if you’re based in Northern Ireland, please head here.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you help us help others? 
 

Macmillan would love for you to help us develop new resources for organisations 
supporting staff affected by cancer.  

At the moment, all you need to do is email us to register your interest and we’ll contact you later 
on to see if you can give any of your spare time.  

If you’d like to help out or have any questions for the Work and Cancer team at Macmillan, email 
Laura on workandcancer@macmillan.org.uk  

  

 
 

 Fundraising » 

 Get Involved » 

 Donate » 

 

 

 

  

 

You are currently subscribed as moakes@macmillan.org.uk 
Please add us to your safe senders or contacts list to ensure you continue to receive emails from us. 

If you would like to leave feedback about this newsletter or the work Macmillan do, please do so. 
If you wish to stop receiving emails, please unsubscribe. 

Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity in England and Wales (261017), Scotland (SC039907) 
and the Isle of Man (604).  

A company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales company number 2400969. 
Isle of Man company number 4694F. Registered office: 89 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7UQ.  
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