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July 2016 
Welcome to ‘Policy Update’, a monthly bulletin on the latest policy developments of 
relevance to those with an interest in cancer.  

If you are reading this document on screen, the web addresses are hyperlinks which will 
take you directly to the relevant web pages or documents. If you would like any further 
information or have any questions or comments about ‘Policy Update’, please contact Aimee 
Leverett, on 020 7091 2486 or email aleverett@macmillan.org.uk.     
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United Kingdom 

Supporting integration through new roles and working across 
boundaries. 

The King's Fund has released a report about new roles and ways of spanning 
organisational workforce boundaries to deliver integrated health and social care. 

Commissioned by NHS Employers and the Local Government Association, it finds 
increasing focus on roles which facilitate co-ordination and management of care; 
development of existing roles to increase the skill-mix and enable the provision of 
more holistic care; and a limited number of truly innovative roles (the most notable 
being care navigators and community facilitators, enablers or link workers). Given 
that many of the skills required for integrated care already exist within the workforce, 
it suggests the central question is how to use those skills more effectively to support 
boundary-spanning activities. 

Click here for more information 

Patients as partners. 

More collaborative relationships among health and care professionals, patients, 
service users, carers and communities are essential for the future of the NHS, but 
what helps to build effective relationships? This guide from the King's Fund stems 
from an evolving body of the Fund's work focused on exploring and supporting 
shared leadership. This work is reinforced by a growing consensus that health 
services, agencies, patients and communities need to work together more – and 
differently. 

Click here for more information 

 

England 
Let’s be clear: early diagnosis is crucial for cancer patients – 
Professor Chris Harrison. 

NHS England’s National Clinical Director for Cancer looks at the work being done to 
support the ‘Be Clear on Cancer’ campaign launched in conjunction with the 
Department of Health and Public Health England. 

Click here for more information 

Health and social care funding plan dismissed as ‘daft’. 

The Government’s funding plan for a seamless health and social care service has 

been labelled ‘daft’ by the chair of a parliamentary committee investigating unsafe 

patient discharges from hospitals. 

Public Administration and Constitutional Affairs Committee Chair Bernard Jenkin MP 
told then health minister Ben Gummer MP last week that it ‘beggared belief’ to pay 
for such a ‘fundamental’ service in the manner envisaged by the Department of 
Health. 

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/supporting-integration-new-roles-boundaries
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/patients-partners
http://www.nhsconfed.org/media-centre/2016/06/nhs-confederation-and-lga-warn-integration-and-transformation-plans-are-at-risk
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Click here for more information 

Scaling up: lessons on GP collaboration. 

Many GPs are on their knees and exploring options to save their practices, and the 

most frequently cited solution by practices and commissioners alike seems to be 

collaboration – joining together into large-scale groups of practices. 

Click here for more information 

New findings reveal NHS initiative to get vulnerable people online 
has dramatically improved their health and well being and reduced 
demand for front line services. 

A report published on the 18th July shows an NHS programme to train vulnerable 
people to use the internet has led to over half feeling more confident to manage their 
health, 21% making fewer calls or visits to their GP and 6% making fewer trips to 
A&E. This behaviour change is estimated to have saved the NHS £6 million in 
avoided GP and A&E visits in just 12 months. 

Click here for more information 

Staffing matters; funding counts. 

A new report ‘Staffing Matters; Funding Counts’ examines the profile and features of 
the NHS workforce in England, including; health labour market trends; relevant 
international data and comparisons from other countries; and a series of specific 
‘pressure points’. 

Click here for more information 

New competency framework for all prescribers. 

A new and updated Competency Framework to support healthcare professionals to 
prescribe effectively has been published. 

Developed by the Royal Pharmaceutical Society in collaboration with NICE, the 
Framework sets out competencies central to effective performance needed by all 
prescribers, regardless of their professional background. 

Click here for more information 

Survey finds patients increasingly positive about their GP surgery. 

As the NHS treats more patients than ever before, new data shows the majority of 
people are increasingly positive about their GP care – with more than 85%rating their 
overall experience of their GP surgery as good. 

Click here for more information 

Choice Review finally published. 

Macmillan has welcomed the long-awaited Government response to the Choice 
Review after extensive campaigning with the End of Life Coalition (a coalition of 
major charities representing and supporting people at the end of life) for its release.  

Macmillan’s very strong relationship with the Care Quality Minister, Ben Gummer 
MP; our media presence; and our Last Wishes campaign were instrumental to the 
Department of Health delivering the response. Macmillan’s innovative service 

https://www.bma.org.uk/news/2016/july/health-and-social-care-funding-plan-dismissed-as-daft
http://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/blog/lessons-large-scale-general-practice
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2016/07/people-online/
http://www.health.org.uk/publication/staffing-matters-funding-counts
https://www.nice.org.uk/news/article/new-competency-framework-for-all-prescribers
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2016/07/gp-pat-survey/
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solutions such as Building on the Best and Specialist Care at Home, and our support 
for the Department of Health were both praised in the response. 

The commitments in the response will make a big difference to the lives of people 
affected by cancer, such as by introducing a care-coordinator role; piloting 
community nursing provision; and creating new metrics to measure patient 
experience in a transparent way. 

Click here for more information 

Care.Data cancelled. 

NHS England is closing the much-criticised Care.data programme, ministers have 
announced. 

The move follows publication today of Dame Fiona Caldicott’s review of data 
security, consent and opt-outs, which called on ministers to “consider” the 
programme’s future. 

Click here for more information 

Over 55 million patients in England set to benefit from accessing 
their GP record online. 

Patients in England will be able to view test results as they come in and keep track of 
their glucose levels and cholesterol on their smartphones, enabling them to take 
greater control of their care and better manage their health. 

Official figures reveal that over 95% of GP practices are now set up to offer online 
access to detailed GP records including test results and diagnoses as well as 
referrals, immunisations, procedures and medications history. This is up from just 
3% of practices in January this year. 

Click here for more information 

Junior doctors say no to new contract 

Junior doctors have voted against accepting a new contract proposed by the 
Government, and Jeremy Hunt MP has announced he will enforce it regardless. 

After a long-running dispute doctors were given the chance to have their say on an 
agreed deal for England via a referendum — with 58% voting to reject the terms and 
conditions and 42% accepting them. 

Click here for more information 

 

Scotland  
Access to cancer treatment. 

The implementation of Scotland’s £100 million cancer strategy will drive 
improvements in access to cancer care, Health Secretary Shona Robison has said. 

The strategy, which was launched in March and is starting to be implemented this 
year, will invest in the prevention, detection, diagnosis, treatment and aftercare for 
cancer patients – as well improving treatment waiting times. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/535048/choice-response.pdf
http://www.hsj.co.uk/7006219.article?blocktitle=News&contentID=15303&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWlRsaU1UWTVNamd5WmpJNSIsInQiOiJHQllKaEVcL3hKZzVFWlF0NFE2akJmWEZPTndrRzA4ZnN3bldPNlBDVnBQdTRiRVZHOEluU0NTN0I1Q2ZQY0Qzd2dWTUU1VU1kd3cxRGw0NDJiTUttN0NtdWlwR0FETnlHZDNNbmtqWHE
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2016/07/gp-records-online/
https://www.bma.org.uk/news/2016/july/junior-doctors-say-no-to-new-contract
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Click here for more information 

Junior doctors attracted to Scotland. 

More than 5,700 junior doctors will be training in Scotland this year, new figures 
published today show. 

Data from NHS Education Scotland show that currently over 96% of all medical 
training posts in Scotland have been filled through recruitment for the 2016/17 
academic year. 

The number of foundation level doctors applying to train in the NHS north of the 
border increased by 27%, with an increase in the number of students choosing 
Scotland as their first preference. 

Click here for more information 

 

Wales  
NHS Wales continues to provide world-class care. 

NHS Wales can boast of many examples of world-beating services but where things 
could be better, staff are working tirelessly to make improvements, said Chief 
Executive Dr Andrew Goodall as he launches the second Annual Quality Statement 
for NHS Wales. 

Click here for more information 

EU health and social care staff make huge contribution and are 
extremely valued, say Welsh Health Ministers. 

Vaughan Gething AM, Cabinet Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and Sport and 
Rebecca Evans AM, Minister for Social Services and Public Health have reassured 
people from the EU who work in the health and social care sectors in Wales that they 
make a huge contribution to communities and are extremely valued members of 
staff. 

Click here for more information 

Treatment fund welcomed in Wales. 

A new £80m treatment fund has been welcomed by doctors in Wales.  

According to the Welsh Government, the fund will support the early introduction of 
the most innovative, high-cost medicines recommended by the NICE (National 
Institute for Health and Care Excellence) and the AWMSG (All-Wales Medicines 
Strategy Group).  

Cabinet secretary for health Vaughan Gething has also announced a review into the 
IPFR (Individual Patient Funding Request) system, which decides whether 
treatments not normally available on the NHS can be used. 

Click here for more information 

Cancer patients asked about their experience of care. 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Access-to-cancer-treatment-25c1.aspx
file://ukostorage02/policy&research/Campaigns%20&Public%20Affairs/POLICY%20MATTERS/Monitor/Macmail/Click%20here%20for%20more%20information
http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2016/care/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2016/160713staff/?lang=en
https://www.bma.org.uk/news/2016/july/treatment-fund-welcomed-in-wales
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The Welsh Government is asking people who have had treatment for cancer on the 
Welsh NHS to share what they think of the care they received. The survey will begin 
to land on the doormats of 11,000 cancer patients next week, and will ask them to 
rate the care they received. The results, which will be released in spring 2017, will be 
used to improve the care cancer patients in Wales receive. 

Click here for more information 

 

Northern Ireland 
O’Neill retains weekly & fortnightly pay for health workers 

Health Minister Michelle O’Neill has halted the transition from weekly and fortnightly 
pay to monthly pay for health and social care staff. 

Click here for more information 

 

 

 

 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2016/cancer-care/?lang=en
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/news/oneill-retains-weekly-fortnightly-pay-health-workers

